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House of Representatives 
The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LARSEN of Washington). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 13, 2008. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable RICK 
LARSEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 32 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. POMEROY) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, today, the ancient but bold 
wisdom of Solomon speaks to the Mem-

bers of Congress and awakens a Nation 
to what is happening. 

‘‘Love justice, you rulers of the 
Earth. Set your mind upon the Lord as 
is your duty. Seek the Lord with sim-
plicity of heart; for the Lord is found 
by those who trust Him without ques-
tion. The Lord makes Himself known 
to those who never doubt Him. Dis-
honest thinking cuts people off from 
God and if such fools take liberties 
with His power, the Lord reveals them 
for what they are.’’ 

Lord, grant us wisdom. There is no 
hiding from You. Help us to truly see 
who we are as individuals and as a Na-
tion, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
A message in writing from the Presi-

dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Williams, 
one of his secretaries. 

f 

WE NEED TO PROTECT AMERICAN 
FAMILIES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, it has been 86 days since the 
Protect America Act expired, and the 
Democrat leadership refuses to bring a 
permanent extension to a vote. Our in-
telligence community has stated un-
equivocally that our ability to track 
and spy on potential enemies has been 
degraded. 

The Senate passed a fair and com-
monsense extension to the Protect 
America Act months ago, and it has re-
ceived vocal bipartisan support in the 
House of Representatives. That is why 
it is particularly disappointing that 
the Democrat leadership has failed to 
bring the bill to the floor. They refuse 
to do so because they know it will pass. 
For leadership to deny a vote on such 
an important piece of legislation, be-
cause they know it will pass, is an in-
sult to the majority in this House who 
want to defeat terrorists overseas. 

With each day, our intelligence com-
munity is being told to do their job 
without the tools and resources we can 
and should provide for them. This is 
unacceptable to keep American fami-
lies at risk. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2419, 
FOOD, CONSERVATION, AND EN-
ERGY ACT OF 2008 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota sub-
mitted the following conference report 
and statement on the bill (H.R. 2419) to 
provide for the continuation of agricul-
tural programs through fiscal year 
2012, and for other purposes: 

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 110–627) 

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
2419), to provide for the continuation of agri-
cultural programs through fiscal year 2012, 
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